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ABSTRACT : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an air conditioner in 
which refrigerant in 

an indoor unit can be recovered, in safety, to an outdoor 
unit . 

SOLUTION: In an air conditioner constituted of an 
outdoor unit comprising a 

compressor, an outdoor heat exchanger subjected to heat 
exchanging action 

through an outdoor fan, an outdoor expansion valve and a 
four way change-over 

valve, and an indoor unit comprising an indoor expansion 
valve and an indoor 

heat exchanger, a gas detector for detecting leakage of 
refrigerant is provided 
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in a room where the indoor unit is installed. Upon leakage 
of refrigerant, an 

alarm provided in the indoor unit delivers an alarm, the 
compressor and the 

outdoor fan are operated, the outdoor expansion valve is 
closed, the four way 

change-over valve is turned to the cooling operation side 
and the indoor 

expansion valve is opened thus recovering refrigerant to 
the outdoor unit. 
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